


•The ENGLISH REFORMATION

•The DIFFERENCES Among Reformers

•The CATHOLIC REFORMATION

GROWING REFORMS



•Violence and WAR (30-years War)

•Rise of ORTHODOXY (Arguing over beliefs)

•The PURITANS (Push to be more radical)

GROWING TENSIONS



•200 years of fighting, bickering and more 

and more radical beliefs led to an increase 

in CYNICISM and APATHY toward religion

GROWING FRUSTRATIONS



THE 
ENLIGHTENMENT

And the rise of Rationalism



THE ENLIGHTENMENT
• EMPIRICISM: Only believe that which 

can be shown to be true from 
experience and reason, not tradition or 
superstition (John Locke, David Hume)

• DEISM: God created all things and gave 
us certain rights, but then left us alone 
to govern and manage things ourselves 
(Thomas Jefferson, Benjamin Franklin)



THE ENLIGHTENMENT
• CATEGORICAL IMPERATIVE:  Religion is useful for 

teaching us how to behave and be moral, but doesn’t 
belong in government and regular life (Immanuel Kant)

• Human REASON calls us to free ourselves from systems 
of control and to think and govern for ourselves, not 
from religion (Voltaire, Montesquieu)



SPIRITUALISTS 
& PIETISM

And Turning Religion Inward



SPIRITUALISTS & PIETISM
• Many responded to the violence and 

infighting by turning to a more 
INWARD FOCUSED religion

• George Fox led a movement of 
enthusiastic spiritualists called 
QUAKERS, who rejected all church 
structure in favor of personal devotion 
and spiritual experience



SPIRITUALISTS & PIETISM
• Philip Spener (1635-1705):  Encouraged people 

to seek a deeper walk with Christ, apart 
from worthless theological arguments or 
cold church traditions

• Count Zinzendorf (1700-1760): Led a community 
of Pietistic Moravian refugees in Herrnhut
Germany that lasted over 100 YEARS and 
sent missionaries all around the world



JOHN WESLEY (1703-1791)

•Anglican priest at a time when the 
Church of England had grown cold, 
overly legalistic and against 
fanaticism

•Accepted an invitation to travel to 
America and serve as a priest in the 
prison colony of Georgia….failed 
miserably



JOHN WESLEY (1703-1791)

•During his travels he met a group 
of Moravians who challenged his 
view of God and being sure of his 
own salvation

•Had a life-altering experience at a 
Moravian prayer meeting at 
Aldersgate church, where he felt 
his heart “strangely warmed”.



• Traveled ¼ of a million miles 
preaching in the open air, calling 
people to true faith

•His message hit home with people 
suffering from the Industrial 
Revolution

JOHN WESLEY (1703-1791)



•Developed leaders and lay 
preachers to carry on the mission, 
as well as small group societies 
that offered ‘methodical’ steps to 
growing in faith

•His METHODISM would spread 
throughout England and eventually 
across America as well

JOHN WESLEY (1703-1791)



SPIRITUALISTS & PIETISM

This shift in Christianity was COUNTER to cold 
rationalism but ALIGNED with Enlightenment ideals

• Personal: Religion is not meant to be political

• Empirical: Salvation is something that you 
should think through and be sure of



SPIRITUALISTS & PIETISM
This shift in Christianity was COUNTER to cold 
rationalism but ALIGNED with the Enlightenment

• Pragmatic: traditions or institutions that don’t 
work or aren’t relevant should be discarded

• Tolerant: Various beliefs should be allowed

• Zealous: passion for holiness and life change



THE AMERICAN 
COLONIES

And the Rise of Denominations



• England established 13 
colonies to advance their 
Empire, develop trade and 
to stop the spread of Spain 
and its Catholic Empire

• But its distance made it 
difficult to control or 
demand conformity and so 
many came to practice the 
religion they desired 
without persecution



• Once people were allowed true freedom of religion 
and the right to express however they chose, the door 
was opened for multiple streams of Christian thought 
and practice to develop

• Rather than fighting or killing one another over a 
disagreement, it became normal in America to just go 
start your own church/denomination

DENOMINATIONALISM



• In the southern colonies 
Anglicanism remained the 
dominant religion

• Jamestown was founded 
to advance national 
interests, so the king 
controlled it strongly

• It was a dry religion that 
allowed people to live 
how they wanted; 
including owning slaves 

ANGLICAN COLONIES



• “New England” was formed 
by congregational Puritans
seeking their own version of 
religious freedom

• They wanted to create a pure, 
religious society that held to 
strict religious beliefs and 
practices and all inhabitants 
were church members

• Zero Tolerance for others

PURITAN COLONIES



•Others created colonies 
built around true 
religious tolerance and 
openness

•Roger Williams founded 
Rhode Island in effort to 
create a society where 
the state is not mixed 
with the church

TOLERANT COLONIES

• William Penn founded Pennsylvania as a slave-
free colony where any religion was welome



THE FRENCH 
REVOLUTION

And the Secularization of Europe



THE FRENCH REVOLUTION (1793)

•Anger was rising over an oppressive 
and out of touch monarchy and the 
Church that supported it

•Marie Antoinette demonstrated how             
ignorant the nobility was with the 
people’s suffering

• “Let them eat CAKE”



• A peasant REVOLT led to violence and 
the overthrow of the government

• Originally SUPPORTED by Protestants, 
especially in America where views of 
Revolution were shared

• Support would turn to horror as the 
deaths reached the tens of thousands 
and set out to eliminate Christianity 
along with the King

THE FRENCH REVOLUTION (1793)



• The NAPOLEONIC WARS would 
bring all of Europe into violent 
war and destruction

• Two World Wars would kill than 
all the wars in human history 
combined

FOLLOWING THE REVOLUTION



• Strong desire to remove religion 
from government and public life

• The exalted view of humanity’s 
goodness replaced the view of 
man’s sinful, broken nature; we 
don’t need a SAVIOR

• Philosophers offered a source of 
MORALITY apart from God

THE SECULARIZATION OF EUROPE



• Science offered NATURALISTIC explanations 
to life (Charles Darwin)

• LIBERAL THEOLOGY deconstructed and 
minimized the Bible’s reliability and validity

•Urbanization and a rising middle class made 
the old styles of Church less RELEVANT to the 
modern world

THE SECULARIZATION OF EUROPE



THE CHURCH’S RESPONSE TO THE 
GROWING SECULARIZATION

•Christian PHILOSOPHERS arose with intellectual 
answers and apologetics of the Christian faith 
and its relevance in a modern society 

•Christian FUNDAMENTALISM retreated and 
rejected intellectualism, holding only to ”pure, 
foundational faith”



THE CHURCH’S RESPONSE TO THE 
GROWING SECULARIZATION

•More EXPERIENTIAL forms 
of faith and renewal 
movements swept across the 
American frontier with the 
development of the Holiness
and Pentecostal Movements



•Christians led the fight for SOCIAL causes 
(slavery, child labor, prison reform..)

•World-wide evangelistic MISSIONS expanded 
exponentially

THE CHURCH’S RESPONSE TO THE 
GROWING SECULARIZATION

• William Carey (1761-1834):Led a missionary 
movement to India that set the stage 
for thousands to follow



THE TENSION OF CROSS-
CULTURAL MISSIONS

• IMPERIALISM: Converts should take 
on the culture of Western Christians 
to be fully converted

•CULTURAL TRANSLATION: The 
message can be translated into any 
culture and doesn’t require converts 
to adopt the missionary’s culture



•World Missionary Conference 
(1910): Culmination of a century of 
global missions happened when 
leaders from around the West 
gathered to discuss how best to 
move forward and reach the entire 
planet

THE CHURCH’S RESPONSE TO THE 
GROWING SECULARIZATION



• Lausanne Congress of World 
Evangelism: (1974)

•Called by Billy Graham to rally the 
global church to evangelism

• First known as EVANGELICALS

THE CHURCH’S RESPONSE TO THE 
GROWING SECULARIZATION



• The 2nd Vatican Council: (1962-65)
•Officially affirmed non-Catholics as ‘Christians’
• Placed more emphasis on Scripture
•Minimized Pope’s infallibility
•Allowed Mass to be in any language (not just 
Latin)

THE CHURCH’S RESPONSE TO THE 
GROWING SECULARIZATION




