


THE SEEDS OF REFORM
Setting the Stage for Reformation



THE RISE OF KNOWLEDGE
• Education and learning had diminished greatly 
among Western Society

•MENDICANT MONKS: left monasteries to live in 
poverty, travel around and preach

• Franciscans: Devoted to helping the poor

• Dominicans: Committed to growing in knowledge 
to fight heresy



• The re-introduction to Eastern knowledge 
created a growth in learning and the study of 
philosophy and theology called 
SCHOLASTICISM

•Anselm of Canterbury (ca. 1050 AD): “Faith 
Seeking Understanding”

•Mystery vs Knowledge (Plato vs. Aristotle)

THE RISE OF KNOWLEDGE



• THOMAS AQUINAS: Dominican 
monk who wrote extensively on 
the relationship between REASON
and FAITH

• Scholasticism helped people once 
again begin to think deeply and 
explore knowledge for themselves

THE RISE OF KNOWLEDGE



• The rise in education and study brought about 
great advances in art, literature and science, a 
time known as the RENAISSANCE

• It romanticized ancient 
Greek and Roman 
culture and sought to 
re-birth it

THE RISE OF KNOWLEDGE



•The GUTENBERG PRESS made the 
flow and transmission of information 
faster and easier than ever before

•HUMANISM: The focus on classical 
learning and philosophy to better 
mankind

THE RISE OF KNOWLEDGE



•NATIONALISM: Prioritizing individual nations over 
against the rule and authority of an Empire

•As people began identifying more with individual 
nations it became more difficult for the Church to 
control and maintain absolute power

• The 100 Years War: The pope sided with France over 
against England, creating a divide and pushing English 
people away from the Church

THE RISE OF NATIONALISM



•Great Western Schism (1380 AD) : two separate 
popes were elected by the same college of 
cardinals, dividing the western church

•BUBONIC PLAGUE decimated Europe and left 
people looking for answers and help, but the Church 
was too focused on power and politics

•Corruption and greed were rampant, including the 
selling of INDULGENCES

THE RISE OF CORRUPTION



THE RUMBLINGS 
OF REFORM

The Early Voices



THE RUMBLINGS OF REFORM

• John Wycliffe (ca 1350) : Fiery preacher 
who called on leadership to serve 
and exemplify Christ

•Believed and taught that SCRIPTURE
belonged to the PEOPLE and should 
be read and studied by all, not just 
church leaders



• John Huss (1362-1415): condemned 
corrupt and immoral church leaders

• The Church made it ILLEGAL to 
preach outside of a church building

•Huss ignored this law, continued to 
preach and was eventually tried for 

heresy and  burned at the stake

THE RUMBLINGS OF REFORM



THE 
REFORMATION

And the Shaking of Christianity



THE REFORMATION (16TH CENTURY)

•MAGISTERIAL REFORMERS: Wanted 
to fix the internal problems of the 
Church but maintain its structure

•RADICAL REFORMERS: Believed the 
whole system was off and wanted to 
break away completely and start over



MARTIN LUTHER (1483-1546)

• Son of a stern peasant father who 
intended for him to study law at 
University, but chose instead to 
become a MONK

•Was deeply troubled by his 
understanding of an angry, vengeful 
God whom he grew to hate



•He became a teacher at 
WITTENBERG, which gave him 
access to personally study the 
Scriptures for himself

•His study of ROMANS changed 
his understanding of God and 
would shake Christianity around 
the world

MARTIN LUTHER (1483-1546)



ROMANS 1:18

“The wrath of God is being POURED OUT (Latin) 

/ REVEALED (Greek)  from heaven against all the 
godlessness and wickedness of people, who 
suppress the truth by their wickedness…”



• Posted his 95 THESES to start a 
dialogue and argue against the sale 
of indulgences (1517AD)

•Was brought before church officials 
to defend his beliefs, but they were 
unable to refute him

• Pope Leo X excommunicated him, 
but Luther publicly burned the 
letter and kept preaching/writing

MARTIN LUTHER (1483-1546)



• Luther was brought 
before the Emperor and 
forced to recant at the 
DIET OF WORMS: 

•He refused on the basis 
that no one could prove 
he was wrong based 
upon scripture

MARTIN LUTHER (1483-1546)

”If any can be shown in error 
according to the Scriptures, I will be 

the first to cast my books into the fire”



•AUGSBURG CONFESSION: German princes, 
now fully Lutheran in their beliefs, stood up to 
the Emperor and won a peace

• Their protest against the Emperor and Church 
would mark the beginning of what would be 
called the PROTESTANT REFORMATION

MARTIN LUTHER (1483-1546)



ULRICH ZWINGLI (1483-1531)
• Swiss reformer who had come to 
Luther’s same conclusions of faith

•Believed in predestination and that if 
it wasn’t in the Scriptures, you 
shouldn’t do it (Removed musical 
instruments)

•Considered the founder of 
REFORMED THEOLOGY



JOHN CALVIN (1503-1564)

• Intellectual teacher of Scripture 
who contributed greatly to the 
reformation through writing and 
theology

•Became the head of the church at 
Geneva (by accident) and 
reformed the entire town around 
faith and the church



JOHN CALVIN (1503-1564)

•Wrote INSTITUTES OF
CHRISTIAN RELIGION, which 
inspired millions of followers 
and helped define the new 
Protestant faith



RADICAL REFORMERS
•Many felt reform wasn’t enough and pushed for 
a complete break from the Church and a radical 
shift in how things were done

•ANABAPTISTS: believed infant baptism didn’t 
count and needed to be a personal decision and 
that communion is just symbolic

•Were extremely persecuted and martyred, even 
by other protestants



THE ENGLISH 
REFORMATION


